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Cover photograph: Ascaris (roundworm) is the most common helminth infection worldwide,
infecting over 800 million people and accounting for significant morbidity, nearly 1.5 million
disability-adjusted life years. After ingestion of Ascaris eggs, which are ubiquitous in areas of
extreme poverty, larvae hatch in the intestines, invade the intestinal mucosa, and migrate via
the systemic circulation to the lungs. Ascaris larval migration from the pulmonary vasculature
into the lung parenchyma leads to profound type 2 inflammatory lung pathology, including
neutrophilic and eosinophilic peribronchial and perivascular infiltrate, consistent with allergic
airway disease that persists after resolution of infection. (See related article in December 2018,

vol. 86, e00533-18.) (Copyright © 2018 American Society for Microbiology. All Rights Reserved.)
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